ABSTRACT : Koria 
I. Introduction
India contains about 8% of world's biodiversity on 2% of the earth's surface, making it one of the 12 mega diversity countries in the world.
Chhattisgarh, the 26 th state of the country, has ample variation in physical and cultural features. It has about 44% of its total geographical area covered with forests Koria district in Chhattisgarh lies between 22 0 58' and 23 0 51' North Latitude and 81 0 59' and 82 0 45' East Longitude and has a forest area of 81.23%. Average rainfall is 121.36 cm. and annual mean temperature is 24 0 c. The district is dominated by Upper Gondwana rocks which are rich in deposition of coal.
The district has a sizeable tribal population using enormous range of plants for their basic needs, sustenance and livelihood. The district has very rich plant diversity, including medicinal plants.
Many of them are on the verge of extinction due to over exploitation and destruction of their habitat. There has been no comprehensive study on the enumeration ,distribution and the assessment of threat to the existing medicinal plants.
Keeping these points in view the present investigation was planned to assess the diversity of the medicinal plants. Attempts have also been made to assess the threat status and the extent of damage to medicinal plants of the Koria district.
II. Material and methods
Extensive field survey were undertaken during the years 2004 to 2008. Covering an area of 20 km to 200 km. radius around the head quarter town of the koria district. The district comprises of 5 Development Blocks, viz. Baikunthpur, Sonhat, Manendragarh, Khadgawan and Bharatpur. The sampling sites were selected randomly covering all the blocks.These include Shivpur, Katghodi, Pahadpara, Tilpandand, Itga, Rakiya, deori ,Orgai, Salgawan, Amhar Narayanpur, Khongapani, Parasgadi, Udalkachhar Podidih, Peeparbahra, Jilda, Bhagwanpur,Patwahi and semaria . Medicinal plants has been collected ,herbarium sheets were prepared identified using standard flora and references. The quantitative phytosociological characters were studied using methods described by Misra (1968) .
To assass the threat status guidelines of FRLHT (Foundation for Revitalisation of Local Health Traditions), Bangalore (2003) have been followed and the data thus computed have been expressed in terms of IUCN threat categories.
III. Observation and Results
Two hundred eighty four genera distributed in 93 families were showing the 31% of the total Medicinal plants of state . Evaluation of status of threat reveals that 3 medicinal plant taxa were found to be regionally extinct in wild(Ex) ,14 were critically endangered(CR), 27 were endangered (EN),62 were vulnerable (VU) and 37 were near threatened (NT), 57 were least concerned(LC).
IV. Discussion
There are several reports of the floristic diversity and region threat assessment from many regions of the country. 
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V. Conclusion
It is concluded that 03 species as regionally "Extinct in the wild", 25 as "Critically endangered", 59 as "Endangered", 97 as "Vulnerable" and 46 as "Not threatened" but at lower risk
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